< Mathis; stringed instruments, 
E and: the ‚soft: murmur ot voices : 
dib , 


blank; like. she | i 


Struyk ng o 


pid ile jobs where you. work and 

y.bigg “just collect. a: ‚paycheck:. That’s 

enjoyment: ;The people really let all: it: Mese it didn't. mean: any- 
)0se, openupandletthe inhi=. ..: 


‚and. fost her. balance; 
he: floor. She wasn't : 


i in arts. “and € 
games, pot 


ESSA A buff. His perform- 
, ance would be exoallen nany; 


` roles red: an: otherwise e: 


ent ‚pestormenge: Some: 


ias participat din the "Experiment. 
ogram,. spons ed y the Sehgal for. 


ple w sodio ihe | 
1, David. said. Students will gain first-hand ‘know des ofth 
d possibilities: tor 2 


a and the: dpi Senate decided to: 
A After muffing the election befo 
‚all 


Abortion... o 


Simple operation is 


no simple solution 


By Carolyn Oakerson 


ingle file, the girls walked towards 
the door as their first name and 


initial of their last name was called. 


Long hair, blown dry short hair, jeans, : 


summer dresses and sandals — typical 
young people, ages 14 to 22. 

Four hours later, there were no real 
signs to set them apart from being typi- 
cal young people. 


Mothers always know best. As Mary's 
children palyed in the sandbox, she and 
her friends, also with small. children, 
would discuss how they were going to 
handle their children as they were grow- 


_ ing. . 


The positive note in Mary's voice con- 
vinced her friends she was capable of 
solving any problem — that she had all 
the correct answers. 

Years later when: Mary's slender, 
blonde teenager told her she was preg- 
nant, Mary discovered she did not have 
all the answers. 

Her plea — "All you have to do, Mom, 
is help me raise the baby and give it a 


.home. Jay has to go to college. He 
doesn't have much money so he has to: 


rely onhis father's help. If his father finds 
out about the pregnancy, he won't help 
him. - 


"My responsibility has been to- 1d 
you, give you a home, feed you physi 
ly. and spiritually and educate you. | y 


stand by you if you have tne baby and jet l 


married. | will stand by you if you hälve 


-the baby and put it up for adoption. I vill 


of two parents. I cannot afford it fin: M 
cially or mentally." S. 
Jack the Ripper would have been "i Dre 


popular than Mary during the next wegak. 


Her children and their friends showed 
their hostility by staying outside wh ¡en 
Mary was home. The only resemblaflice 
of conversation was bitter muttering: jdi- 


„rected at Mary. Otherwise, no one spE'ke 
to her.. - ai 
Every night Mary fell asleep with t Hn hrs 


on. her cheeks, emotionally exhausted 
from the warfare in her household. coh 


“Pil work, get my high school diploma; 
if you will let me stay here and | you will 


help me raise the baby.” 


Simple request, so romantic. Her 
brothers’ and sisters joined the chant. 
Everyone would help. Her friends even 


helped plead her case.‘ 


No easy solution... 


. (from preceding page) 
"This is a real adjustment. | don't know” 


if I'll have (psychological) side effects. 


, Before the pregnancy | figured I'd have 


an abortion. . 
"But it struck me differently when | 
realized | was pregnant. | wouldn't say 


that someoneelse shouldn't get an abor- 
tion. They should have the right to say if 


they can.or cannot handle it. 


“I'm just doing all | can to make sure. 


the baby gets a good start. I'm taking 
care of myself, and I've been going to 
classes to learn the Lamaze method. | 
heard it would be healthier for the baby. 

“My only problem, | think, is that | have 
visions of guilt feelings coming back to 
haunt me 15 years from now. I'm trying 
not to look back.” 

Trish, 29, is divorced and has two girls, 
ages 9 and 5. She was a college student 


‘for the second time, and because of her 


third pregnancy, she dropped from a 
full- to part-time student. 

‘She decided to keep her baby, despite 
financial difficulty. 

“When the doctor told me it was defi- 
nite, | thought, ‘Wow, all | need is an- 
other baby. | would have been free next 
semester because my five-year-old is 
going to attend school all day. 

“But the girls were more excited about 
the baby than | was. And everybody 


pitched in to buy things. My mother said ` 


| did it on purpose and that I had no busi- 
ness getting pregnant. 

“She's opposed to abortion, but she 
didn't say anything. | knew she'd do 
everything she could to help. 

“I'm glad | had him. | love him now that 
he's here, but he is a problem. I can't go 


to school until after one o'clock be- | 


cause of my free babysitter.” 

in these women's cases a decision had 
to be made. 

And when conflicts such as theirs 
come into play, a professional opinion 
may be sought. Planned Parenthood, 
Family Planning and the Emergency 
Pregnancy Line help in these matters. 

These organizations offer more than 
the decision-making process. Planned 
Parenthood counsels in birth control 
and refers its patients to the proper 
channels. 

Counselor Del Roper said all things 
are considered. And in the end, the deci- 
sion is made by the patient herself. The 
patient's financial status, relationship 
with her mother, husband, or boyfriend, 
her marital status and her need to con- 
tinue her education are all factors. 

Roper said her religious background 
and its impact on her life are consider- 
ed, too. 
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A patient doesn't have to be ———€ 
to come in, he said. For $39.50, or ac- 
cording to income, a patient may obtain 


an annual exam and the contraceptive of. 


her choice. 
Family Planning, located in the Uni- 


versity of Nebraska Medical.Center is a . 


counseling organization. as well. Head 
Nurse Sally Stoehr said they also offer 
an: annual exam as. well as information 


sterilization, but work mainly on preg- 
nancy prevention. 
If a patient comes in pregnant, they 


‘offer counseling.and medical attention 


until the birth. The cost is based on in- 
come, and if a patient wants an abor- 
tion, they refer her to the proper agen- 
cies, Stoehr said. . 

Unlike the other two, the Emergency 
Pregnancy Line is a pro-life organization 
specializing in aiding women already 
pregnant. Telephone counselor Ginni 
Carmichael said the hotline provides a 


24-hour service and received more than ` 


1100 calls last year. 


The women who call in don't have to 


identify themselves to obtain a free preg- 


nancy test, baby and maternity clothes, 


or baby equipment, when it's available. 

The Line is staffed by trained volun- 
teers and subsists on private donations. 
if a woman wants a service that shecan't 
offer, they refer the patient to another 
agency. 

Carmicheal said they try to remain 
non-judgmental, and if someone opts to 
obtain an abortion, she's encouraged to 
call back in'case she needs counseling 
or becomes depressed. 

If a woman wants to continue her 
pregnancy, she can also receive support 
from Booth Memorial Hospital. Booth 
offers a chance for unwed mothers to 


continue their education in a live-in set- - 


ting. 

The program is funded by the Salva- 
tion Army and the patients pay whattheir 
income allows. 

Counselor Margaret Bush said that 
right now they are housing 45 young 
women who come from many different 
backgrounds. Recreation is available as 
well as weekend passes home. 

Another live-in service which is of- 
fered to unwed mothers isthe Child Sav- 
ing Institute. Single Parent Supervisor 
Vickie Peyton said the organization first 
offers counseling. 


' The agency also offers low cost hous- . 


ing for $75 a month. And if the parent is 


having many or unusual problems, tem-, 


porary foster care is provided. 
She said the average age they accept 
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"Mom, Jay and | have decided | will 
have an abortion.” | 

Abortion, abortion . . . Oh, | must say 
the right thing, how to | feel about that, 
thought Mary. * 

"Okay, can we wait for a few days? I 
want you to be completely comfortable 
with this decision.” 

It was not Mary's decision. Then, why, 
she asked herself, was she having so 


Mary tried to picture the girl in - 


the back seat of a car with her 
boyfriend. Romantically the girl 
must have said to the boy, "Let's 
make love so | can get back at my 


dad. Or, this is a bad year for my - 
: Dad, why don't you get me > preg- l 


nant.” 


much trouble accepting it? Who did she 
want to be comfortable with the deci- 
sion, herself or Cassie? . : 

Sitting across the room from the coun- 


selor, tears streaming down her face,. 


Mary tried to explain her dilemma. Had 
she pushed. her daughter into making 
this decision? Had she been wrong toset 
limitations? 

"|t is her decision,” said the counselor. 
"The chances of her blaming you, 
though, are very real. She may even re- 
ject you for awhile." 

Angry words pierced the air as they 


drove. Mary pulled down the sun visor to: 


protect her eyes from the bright morn- 
ing sun. She tried to imagine the 


as they whizzed by them on the high- 
way, as a protection against what was 
facing them that morning. i 

Since Jay had “forgotten” the money 
for the abortion, they had to go to the 
drive-in bank to get Cassie's money from 
her savings account. 

The relatively new, narrow, red brick 
building was wedged between older 
buildings. The waiting room was 
packed. Cassie refused to sit near Mary. 
Since no smoking was allowed, Mary 


stepped in the hall to be alone and 


smoke. 
"Mary R., Judy W., Kay W., Jody L.,... 


"said the receptionist, sounding like a ' 


schoot teacher calling students to the 
front of the room. They then disappear- 
ed behind the waiting room door. 

"Miss," Mary said to the receptionist, "| 
am leaving for a few minutes." 

"You will not leave," she answered, 
glaring at Mary, "you must stay here until 
we give you permission to leave. 

"Timidly, Mary returned to her seat. A 
young giri, about 20, in a pink summer 
dress and clog shoes, leaned over to 
Mary and explained in hushedtones that 
"the driver," the person who had brought 
the girl for the abortion, had to stay until 
the clinic gave permission to leave. Mary 
had missed this when she was in thehall. 


She wanted to leave — run from the . 


rude receptionist, run from these people 
sitting: here — run from her daughter 
who wouldn't even acknowledge she 
was with her. She crossed her legs. She 
uncrossed them. Finally, unable to sit 


r 


The receptionist came in the hall to 
find her. You must sign these papers, she 


-said to Mary. 


Mary was confused. No one had men- 
tioned papers. 

"in case of complications, et cetera,” 
explained the receptionist. 

Mary's hand shook as she read. She 
felt as if she weren't reading fast enough, 
as if she were holding up their schedule. 

Cassie was also in the room. Mary 
reached for her, just to touch her arm. 
Cassie shrank away. Tears were hot 
under Mary's eyelids. Not now, she told 
herself, not here. ; 

Returning to the waiting room she 
stood as tall as she could, trying to ap- 
pear composed. Why was she so fright- 
ened? The others in the room did notap- 
pear to be frightened. 


Returning to the hallway, her hands . 


shook as she lit another cigarette. 
Another one of “the drivers," dressed in a 
white peasant blouse, gaily colored flor- 
al skirtand bare feet, joined her. Takinga 
loosely rolled cigarette from her purse, 
no brand name on the cigarette paper, 
she Struck several matches till she lit it. 

"| hope my friend gets her abortion. 


The father of the baby skipped town. My . 


friend has no one to help her. | brought 
her from Lincoln." 

: A woman in a red double-knit pant- 
suit, her husband, in slacks, a short- 


sleeved; open-necked, white shirt anda 
green billed hat with a seed corn emblem 
on it came into the hall. 

The man lit a cigarette, the woman 


the girl ín the peasant blouse. 
. Mary returned to her seat. When the 
receptionist announced that "the driv- 
ers" could leave, giving instructions for 
them to be back promptly at 12:30, Mary, 
who had desperately wanted to leave 
earlier, sat still. 

Leave? She couldn't move. What if 
Cassie needed her? 

“The driver" next to her, the young girl 
in the pink summer dress; said she was 


-leaving to do some shopping. She and 
her sister had told their parents they +}. 
were shopping in Omaha. She wantedto fi. 
get a few things to alleviate any suspi- $, 


cions. 
' The man in the green billed hat said, 


“When' my daughter was vomiting this | 


morning, | ask her if revenge was sweet." 


He explained that he knew his daugh- 
ter was getting even because he had re- 
fused to buy her a piano. He also lament- 


. ed that he was sure she timed the 


pregnancy to coincide with the failure of 


' his crops. 


'Mary tried to picture the girl in the 
back seat of a car with her boyfriend. 
Romantically the girl must have said to 
the boy, "Let's make love so | can get 
back at my dad. Or, this is a bad year for 
my dad, why don't you get me pregnant." 

The girl in-the pink summer dress re- 
turned, empty handed. She had not been 
able to-concentrate on shopping. 

Mary went to her daughter's side. She 
felt as if she were the mother of a kinder- 


` gartner collecting her child ales herfirst 


day in school. 
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is bel: ween 13and 25. Ifa mother decides 
to rej. ;inquish her baby, an adoptive home 
is fol ‘ind as soon as possible. 


Alfíhough aoortions are available ` 


thron, 1gh most private physicians, some 


. doct, yrs don't provide this service and 
ps i ¡probably recommend: the Ladies 


i2r or the University Hospital sabor- 
Vlinic. 

At the Ladies Center, Executive Direc- 
tor4t:!inda Koch said an abortion costs 


$1863) and is performed inthe first'tri- ` 
mesfilar (12 weeks). Koch said the meth- - 


odt Hey employ, vacuum aspiration (suc- 
tion à takes seven minutes, but the 
patie'int spends up to four hours there. 
THi;? center offers counseling on cur- 
rent methods of birth control in order to 
avoi 


staff 
ical Aj:ttention after the abortion. 

TA > University's abortion arm of Fami- 
ly Pinning performs abortions up to the 
twentt, tieth week of pregnancy. Director 
George Adams, M.D., said abortions in 
the first trimester cost $270, or $420 ifa 
patie’ pt must be hospitalized, which is 
the &lase after 12 weeks. 

Tiris methods-used, said Adams, are 
the £%8C (scraping) or the vacuum aspi- 
ratidt "1 in the first trimester. And the sa- 
lines 5 olution is used in the 12th through 
20tlY, weeks. 

Abi jams said most of the patients come 
in sP.ecifically for abortions. But if the 
decis ‘ion hasn't been made, one of the six 
staf’ „hysicians aid in counseling the pa- 


tieng! 

di added that they don't find people 
using) abortion as a form of birth control. 
He x sked, “Who could afford it?” 

Al; woman wishing to continue her 
pregtxnancy and give the baby up for 
adop tion has a few agencies she can go 


thr 49h. 
a Family Service finds home 
for tbuese children, as well as offering 
couns'ieling for the mothers. Counselor 
Lynit (Porter said they help patients work 
throu: ah atl the alternatives. Anyone 
needing help is accepted, she said. Their 
only f ilee is worked out with the hospital. 

Ade; ption workers meet with prospec- 
tive CUpuples several times. An initial $25 
fee ijs charged, along with $2,000 
charg{'ed for services, Porter said. 

A C jatholic Social Services counselor 
said tljhey offer counseling, too. Unwed 
ars are the usual patients, who 


Yin 20 days of foster care is offered, 
ii the mother makes up her mind. 
also charge adoptive parents 
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thoughts of the passengers in their cars 


i repeats, she said.-And the center ` 
lis available for counseling and med- 


kind to me, bought me gifts and cared for 


any longer she returned to the hall. 


paced. He gave a disapproving glance at 


"Children bearing shllaren? has become a near epidemic in the United States. 


halo of blond curls framed her 
A small cherubic face. The corners 
.of her tiny rosebud mouth went up 
or down depending on whether she got 
what she wanted. Her sparkling gray 
eyes mirrored each emotion. 
Abby, almost two, has a 17-year-ald 
mother. 


“It's not that | don't love her. | do, very. 


much. It is just that now | question my 
decision to keep her." 

Jill was 15 when she got pregnant. 

"Now, | realize that there were alterna- 
tive decisions ! could have made. I want- 
ed to marry the boy, My mother said no. 
She wanted me to give up the baby or 
have an abortion. | wanted to do every- 
thing | could to punish her. Even in the 
delivery room we fought. Shehad papers 
for me to sign to give up the baby." 

Jill kept the baby. She returned to 
school. She worked a full-time job as a 
waitress. She saw the baby about an 
hour a day. 

The tension between her and her 
mother became unbearable. They 
agreed Jill should try a foster home. 

The social agency, attempting tomove 
hastily, did not investigate the foster 
home. In one week she had to move. This 
time she moved into the home of one of 
her friends. 

She quit school. She worked nights 
and gave up all social activities. 

"The first guy | met who was really 


To adopt, to keep, to abort? 


me, asked me to live with him. Later, we 
did get married. 

"| getupat6a.m. ‚get thebaby up, feed 
her and my husband. I drop the baby off 
at the nursery school. I'm still a waitress. 

"| pick up the baby after work. She is 
really fussy because she can't sleep dur- 
ing the day. | clean the apartment, fix 
supper, put her to bed and fall asleep in 
the chair." 

Jill did not use any birth control be- 
cause she was afraid to go for it alone 
and she was afraid to tell anyone she 
needed it. 

A counselor of pregnant teens said, 


| "The sad part about her story is ihat it is 


so true. Many girls think sex should be 
spontaneous. If they are prepared, it 
might take away the spontaneity of the 
act." 

Of the one million teenage pregnan- 
cies in the United States each year, 
200,000 are illegitimate births with the 
teens keeping the child. Abortions ter- 


. minate 300,000 more pregnancies. 


Abortion was Jill's choice. 

The bouncy, blond teenager sat Indian 
style on the yellow throw rug in front of 
the full-length mirror. She reached for 
the make-up on the low shelf next to her. 

"Sometimes, | think 1 ought to have 
an "A" (for abortion) tatooed on my fore- 
head. Some of my friends' parents will 
not even allow their children to be seen 
with me. | am surprised they even let me 
teach Sunday School this year." 
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Jill was three months pregnant when 
she terminated her pregnancy. She was 
16. 

"| sometimes think 1 did something 
really terrible except ! can't make myself 
feel bad about it." 


She had birth control pills in her purse ` 


when she got pregnant. 

"| was afraid to take them.” .. - 

There is still a double standard, said 
one. counselor. The boy convinces the 
girl that it is all right to have sex, talks her 
into preparing herself. The girl still wants 
to remain pure and good. She prepares 
herself to a point. Then she fails to carry 
through with the protection. 
- "Tom said he wanted me to have the 
abortion. He said | could go back to high 
school and he could go to college. He 
promised he would come home every 
week-end. He wouldn't talk about any 
other decision except abortion. 


"| was so eager to please him. I forgot , 


about myself and the fact that there real- 
ly was a baby." 

Jill ended up facing the aftermath of 
theabortion alone. Tom soon faded from 
the scene. 

"Children bearing children" has be- 
come a near epidemic in the United 
States, according to a report by Na- 
tional Federation of Planned Parents. 

Abortion, adoption, keeping the baby 
— a black and white answer? Or is there 
possibly a gray area? 


—C.O. 
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Clarence Elliott and Bobby e 
E Bass: ‚each scored. a pair. of six: -: 
pointers . for the number ‚one 

unit. 
> : Elliott scored. on two one- 
-yard bursts, while Bass danced. .- 
- and.darted six and 12 yards, res. 
Dd hits for UNO:. 


The: UNO Mavericks baseball team evened their record ‘at 5- 5 


t last Friday: with'a double-header Sweep over Nebraska Wesleyan at x 


s spectively, for his scores. . 


y 
'back .Bob Wesley 


‘scored a touchdown for the de- * 
ni. hé picked off quar- 


t Anderson's ‘side=: 
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: College World Series-Park:- 


The: Mavericks won: 12-2 in ihe first game ‘and 1 4-0 in the seo- 


ond, with both games being called after fivei innings: because of the 
M ten-run rule... u 


M 
i; In.the first game, the Mavs feli behind 2-0, but rallied for three 1 


d runs: in the:third to take the lead.3-2:: 
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Harris. 


he big hit. in that: TRI. was a two-run triple offahé bat of Brent 


- UNO. upped the lead to 6-2 in the- fourih, ‘and Tim Conway's A 
homer helped put the Mavs up by ten in the fifth: i. 
| Freshman Mark Gillaspie had wo hits and Mike Fantaski was . 
credited with the win. 7: 

“Thesecond' game saw the Mavs holding an 18-0 lead afterthree 
onines, A home run by Bob Billinger! in the bottom of that inning 
raised the score to 14-0. i 

Freshmen Mike: Bennett and. Randy Shoüits each rapped two: 


Tim Hartigan throw a ‘one-hitter against. NWU to pick up the, 


victory. Rich Shefte had four hits on the day. : 


; The'Mavs' next home game is scheduled for this afternoon at DD 


: p. m. ‘when the meet Dana in a double-header at College: World f 
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| ing. right around the corner 
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